
Horsham Schools Primary Sports Events

GENERAL CODE OF CONDUCT FOR STAFF
At Horsham Primary Schools Sports events we aim to uphold the highest standards of ethical conduct and practice in sport and expects the same of officials and volunteers acting on behalf of individual schools.

All staff and volunteers should:

· Consider the well being and safety of everyone on the premises linked to any given activity being provided at all times

· Treat everyone and expect to be treated by everyone with mutual trust and respect 

· Ensure all activities are appropriate to the age, ability and experience of participants

· Uphold and promote fair play

· Uphold high standards of behaviour and appearance

· Abide by safeguarding protocols
· Never exert undue influence over others to obtain personal benefit or reward

· Never condone rule violations 

· Treat everyone equally regardless of age, gender, ethnic origin, religion, political persuasion, sexual orientation or disability 

· Attend appropriate training and development courses provided if required to do so

· Complete an Enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check when working with children/vulnerable adults
· Avoid inappropriate conduct and relationships with children and young people at all times. Specific examples of unacceptable behaviour include:
· Inappropriate physical contact with children 

School Team Coaches/Managers/Teachers
• Show respect to others involved in the competition including officials, opposition players, coaches, managers and spectators

• Adhere to the rules and spirit of the competition

• Promote Fair Play and high standards of behaviour

• Always respect the competition officials’ decisions

• Never enter the competitive arena without the officials’ permission

• Never engage in public criticism of the competition officials

• Never engage in, or tolerate, offensive, insulting or abusive language or behaviour
• Place the well-being, safety and enjoyment of competition participants above everything, including winning

• Encourage each player to accept responsibility for their own behaviour and performance

SANCTIONS

· Sanctions are to be a last resort linked to the infringement of the above guidelines
· Authority to issue sanctions will be vested in the collective judgment of a panel constituted by the following individuals linked to any given incident: 
1. Chairman of the Horsham Primary PE/Sport Association*
2. Lead organiser of the particular event involved 
3. Headteacher(s) of the ‘offending’ schools.

· Scale of sanctions to be:

1. First warning 

2. Final warning 

3. Entry preclusion to the next event the school concerned is due to enter
Issue of sanctions may be progressive ie working through the three steps listed above in turn. However the panel may deem an incident serious enough to merit going straight to step 2 or step 3 direct, so progression is not a necessity.
(*If the complaint is regarding a Kingslea member of staff an independent headteacher will replace the Kingslea Headteacher)
Match Officials

The behaviour of the officials has an impact, directly and indirectly, on the conduct of everyone involved in the game – both on the pitch and on the sidelines. Whilst we aim for the following to be in place from the ‘officials’ we have to recognise that match ‘officials’ are usually volunteers, teenagers and of limited experience. Any abuse of these young people will not tolerated. 
• Strive to be honest and completely impartial at all times

• Apply competition rules fairly and consistently

• Manage fixtures in a positive, calm and confident manner

• Deal with all instances of aggression, unsporting behaviour, foul play and other misconduct

• Never tolerate offensive, insulting or abusive language or behaviour from players and officials

• Support any officiating colleagues (eg co-umpire) at all times

• Set a positive personal example by promoting good behaviour and showing respect to everyone involved in the competition

• Communicate with the players and encourage Fair Play

• Respond in a clear, calm and confident manner to any appropriate request for clarification by the team captains or other appropriate designates
• Be willing to recognise that you make errors but do all you can to ensure they are honest ones, not errors of partiality or lack of effort

Parents and Spectators

We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of behaviour in sport. Remember children’s sport is a time for them to develop their technical, physical, tactical and social skills. Winning isn’t

everything. Play your part and observe this code of conduct for spectators and parents/carers at all times.

• Remember that children play for fun
• Applaud effort and good play as well as success

• Always respect the match officials’ decisions
• Remain outside the competitive arena

• Let the coach do their job and not confuse the competitors by telling them what to do

• Encourage the players to respect the opposition and match officials

• Avoid criticising a participant for making a mistake – mistakes are part of learning

• Place the emotional and physical wellbeing of your and other children ahead of your personal desire to win
• Never engage in, or tolerate, offensive, insulting, or abusive language or behaviour
· DOGS – following a spectator’s dog biting a child at a primary school event it has become necessary to manage this particular type of risk by the following means:

1. Dogs not to be allowed in indoor or non-public outdoor (eg school) venues

2. Where public outdoor venues are used for events eg Horsham Park, dogs should be kept at a safe distance of a minimum of 10 metres away from the playing area
3. School leaders should support event organisers by (1) in advance of events actively discouraging the bringing of dogs to sporting events involving primary aged children, (2) helping enforce the ‘safe distance’ rule

Participants

We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of behaviour in sport and as a player, you have a big part to play. Every participant should follow a code of conduct.

• Always play to the best of my ability

• Play fairly – don’t cheat, complain or waste time

• Respect team-mates, the other team, the referee and your coach/teacher

• Play by the rules, as directed by the officials

• Shake hands with the other participant(s) and match officials at the end of a match

• Listen and try to respond to what the coach/teacher says

• Talk to someone I trust or the teacher in charge if unhappy about anything 

• Be modest in victory and dignified in defeat 
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