Primary Schools Football Rules

· Normal football rules (including conventional corners and throw-ins, and no head height rule) will apply except for…..
· The penalty area will be marked with a straight line across the whole width of the pitch. Anyone is allowed in this area but if a foul is given away in there it will result in a penalty. Ball will be placed on spot and the taker should make themselves known to the referee.
· When a free kick is being taken then the opposing player needs to be at least 1 metre away.
· Each team to have 7 players on the pitch, including goalkeeper, at any one time
· Substitutions to be rolling but the team manager should notify the referee as s/he makes them
· Matches will be on a central clock with start, half-time and full-time denoted by a hooter. The second half will start when the referee and both teams are ready and will be started by the referee.
· Each game will be started by one side passing the ball back to one of their players from the centre of the pitch. Referee will do a coin toss to decide kick-off and ends.
· There are no offsides.
· Once the goalkeeper has the ball in his hands s/he can only distribute with a throw, not a kick. Goalkicks off the floor should be taken from the edge of the penalty area. 
· Opponents must retreat to their own half on every goal kick or goal clearance and whenever the goalkeeper has possession until the ball is returned into play. The team in possession does not have to wait for the opposition to retreat and has the option to restart the game sooner should they choose to.
· Goalkeepers are allowed to pick up back passes with their hands.
Please direct any queries/suggestions about these rules to Ian@horshamsportsservices.co.uk / 07764 146338
